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OVERVIEW

The objective of Trace Foundation’s Scholarship Program (TMHES) is to provide strategic support to
individuals and institutions that can contribute to the future development of Tibetan communities within
China. Its specific objective is to help develop and improve the system of Tibetan mother tongue
education in China. We place special emphasis upon providing support to those working in the Tibetan
medium education sector. Given this particular background, we only consider applications from
individuals who have both spoken (any dialect) and written Tibetan proficiency.

Trace Foundation’s Scholarship Program was officially launched in 1999. By the end of 2010 we have
accumulatively supported in various formats over 3,518 individuals for higher education studies. Of these,
about 508 students and professionals have been directly selected and supported for postgraduate studies
(including 57 individuals for postgraduate degree studies outside of China); 954 undergraduates have
been supported through partnerships with relevant higher education institutions within China; and about
2,065 senior middle school graduates have been supported for undergraduate studies at domestic higher
education institutions.

Based on public feedback and the positive outcome achieved to date, Trace Foundation has increased its
investment in the scholarship activities since 2010.
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UNDERGRADUATE SCHOLARSHIPS

Trace Foundation supports undergraduate students through direct selection as well as block grants to
select higher education institutions who implement such scholarships in cooperation with Trace
Foundation. Currently the following two specific types of undergraduate scholarships are offered:
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1. TIBETAN MEDIUM SENIOR MIDDLE SCHOOL GRADUATES
SCHOLARSHIPS

Tibetan Medium Senior Middle School Graduates Scholarship (TMSMSGS) is a special scheme to
support current-year graduates of senior middle schools targeting Tibetan students. Under this scheme
selected students receive support during the first and second year of their undergraduate study. Only
current-year graduates of partner senior middle schools are eligible to apply. In 2009 we supported 551
students, in 2008 we supported 463 students, in 2007 we supported 294 students; in 2006 the number was
162, in 2005 the number was 99 and in 2004 the number was 29. The amount of award is a one-time
3,000 RMB per person for humanity track graduates and a two-year, 3,000 RMB per year award for those
coming from the science track. In 2010 our quota has been set at 600 students.

Candidates for this scholarship are directly reviewed and selected by Trace Foundation’s Scholarship
Review Committee. Further information and application materials are distributed through the partner
schools. Currently our partner middle schools include:

Qinghai Yushu Comprehensive Vocational School

Qinghai Hainan Prefecture First Nationalities Middle School
Qinghai Hainan Prefecture Second Nationalities Middle School
Qinghai Tongren Nationalities Middle School

Qinghai Huangnan Prefecture First Nationalities Middle School
Qinghai Huangnan Prefecture Second Nationalities Middle School
Qinghai Xunhua (Wendu) Tibetan Middle School

Qinghai Jianzha First Nationalities Middle School

Qinghai Jianzha Second Nationalities Middle School

Qinghai Hualong Nationalities Middle School

Qinghai Guinan Nationalities Middle School

Gansu Hezuo Tibetan Middle School

Gansu Tianzhu Nationalities Middle School

Gansu Maqu Tibetan Middle School

Gansu Lugu Tibetan Middle School

Gansu Xiahe Tibetan Middle School

Gansu Zuoni Tibetan Middle School

Sichuan Aba Ruoergai Tibetan Middle School

Sichuan Aba Hongyuan Tibetan Middle School

Sichuan Aba Nationalities Senior Middle School

Sichuan Kangding County Tibetan Middle School

Sichuan Ganze County Middle School, Tibetan Section
Sichuan Kangnan Nationalities Senior Middle School

Sichuan Kangbei Nationalities Senior Middle School

2. TMSMSGS CONTINUING AWARDS

The TMSMSGS Continuing Awards targets those outstanding undergraduate students who have been
recipients of the Tibetan Medium Senior Middle School Graduates Scholarships (TMSMSGS). The
purpose of the scholarship is to provide continuing support to those selected through the third and fourth
year of their college studies. The quota of this scholarship award is 50 per year; the award amount is on
average 2,500 RMB per person per year. Those who did not fulfill the obligations of their TMSMSGS
scholarship responsibilities (including, for example, those who failed to submit their complete scholarship
reports by the deadline agreed upon), are not eligible to apply.
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3. INSTITUTIONAL MERITORIOUS STUDENT AWARDS

Through block grants to key regional partner institutions, Trace Foundation offers one-year scholarships
to currently enrolled meritorious undergraduate students. In 2007 under this scholarship we supported 176
students; the award amount is between 1,000-3,000 RMB per person. In 2010 about 50 students are
expected to be supported through institutional arrangements.

Institutions where we have so far implemented our scholarships are:

Qinghai Normal University

Qinghai University Tibetan Medical Institute
Qinghai University for Nationalities

Qinghai Policy Vocational Academy
Northwest University for Nationalities

Trace Foundation intends to expand this scheme to other suitable institutions. Due to limited resources,
we cannot accept applications from individual undergraduate students from institutions other than our
partner institutions.
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POST-GRADUATE SCHOLARSHIPS

Postgraduate scholarships target individuals who pursue Master’s and Doctoral degree studies and who
have participated in and will contribute to after finishing studies, the development of Tibetan medium
educational system. Currently the foundation offers two types of scholarships for postgraduate
study. Postgraduate Bridging Scholarships (PGBS) are available to recent graduates from undergraduate
degree programs to help students prepare for postgraduate entrance exams. Postgraduate Direct
Scholarships (PGDS) are designed to support individuals pursuing postgraduate degrees, and offer
support for up to three years of support.

1. POST-GRADUATE BRIDGING SCHOLARSHIPS

Post-Graduate Bridging Scholarships (PGBS) offers support for up to one year of intensive booster courses
for individuals who have taken graduate entrance exams but have failed to be accepted to a graduate
program due to a weakness or deficiency in one subject area. Applications will be considered from
individuals who are graduating from undergraduate programs in the current year, or who have graduated
within the past two years (i.e. applicants who are seeking support beginning in 2009 should have obtained
their undergraduate degree in 2007 or later). Candidates for this scholarship is directly reviewed and
selected by Trace Foundation’s Scholarship Review Committee.

Candidate Qualifications:

e Must have graduated from undergraduate studies within the past two years

e Must provide test scores of the most recent graduate entrance examinations

o Have received good scores in subjects directed related to proposed subjects of study in most
recent graduation entrance examinations

Have a practical and convincing training plan with a reasonable budget

Have clearly defined academic goals and future career plans

Willing to fulfill the community service obligation related to the scholarship

Must be fluent in both written and spoken Tibetan

Those proposing for their Masters studies academic subjects related to Tibetan medium education
will receive preferential consideration

We expect to award up to five scholarships per year in this category. The amount of individual awards
will vary, but generally will not exceed 10,000 RMB per year.
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2. ENGLISH TRAINING BRIDGING SCHOLARSHIP

The English Training Bridging Scholarship (ETBS) is a new feature launched in 2010. It is meant to
provide a maximum one-year scholarship for individuals who have recently taken, but failed to pass, their
PhD entrance examinations due to problems with English proficiency. This is a domestic scholarship with
about 10 quotas per year and the amount of support is maximum 10,000 RMB. Five individuals have been
awarded this scholarship in 2010.

Candidate Qualifications:
o Fluent in spoken and written Tibetan
e Have a mature PhD academic plan, including a determined doctoral examination schedule,
convincing choice of fields of study, detailed and clear academic design and objectives
e Have a convincing English training plan
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3. POSTGRADUATE DIRECT SCHOLARSHIP (PGDS)

Postgraduate Direct Scholarship targets individuals doing postgraduate studies in domestic higher
education institutions (including both Master’s and doctoral degree studies). In 2007 we awarded 20
individuals under this scholarship. In 2008 the quota is increased to 25. In 2009 the number reached 30. In
2010 the number of students supported has further increased to 41. This scholarship provides a maximum
of three year support.

Since 2009 the award amount for PGDS is divided into three brackets: first place, second place and third
place award. First place award is maximum 8,000 RMB per year, second place award 7,000 RMB per
year, and third place 5,000 per year.

Applicants should plan to or have already taken the graduate entrance exams and be able to provide
information about their scores, admission status, including information where their overall score is ranked
in the admissions list for their chosen program. However, if scores and ranking information is not available
yet at the time of application, applicants must provide them as soon as they become available Strong
preference will be given to those individuals who can demonstrate high levels of Tibetan language
proficiency (both written and spoken), and who are proposing future postgraduate study in fields related to
Tibetan medium education sector and can contribute to its development as their future career directions.
The amount of individual awards will vary, but generally will not exceed 8000 RMB per year.

Candidates for the postgraduate direct Scholarship is reviewed and selected directly by Trace Foundation’s
Scholarship Review Committee and managed by the Higher Education Scholarship Project.

Candidate qualifications
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o Applicants should plan to or have already taken the graduate entrance exams and be able to
provide, by the time of scholarship review, information about their scores, admission status,
including information where their overall score is ranked in the admissions list for their chosen
program.

e Candidates must be fluent in both written and spoken Tibetan
Those proposing fields of study related to Tibetan medium education will receive preferential
consideration

o Have clearly defined academic goals and future career plans; willing to fulfill post-scholarship
service obligations as required by Trace Foundation.
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PROFESSIONAL TRAINING SCHOLARSHIPS

Professional Training Scholarships target individuals who have established themselves as outstanding
professionals in relevant fields and who have at least three years of relevant professional experience. Both
domestic and international studies are supported. The studies can be either degree-oriented (including
Masters and PhD degrees) or non-degree training. The term of scholarship is normally three years
maximum (applicable to PhD studies domestic or international).

All recipients of the Professional Training Scholarships must be determined to devote themselves to the
development of the minority areas. As one of the prerequisite of accepting the scholarship, they must
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sign a contract with their employers and/or local education bureaus as well as Trace Foundation, pledging
at least five years of service at their original academic institution after completing their studies.

In 2007, a total of 23 established professionals in various fields received scholarships for further training
in their respective fields. Three of these individuals received regular scholarships to study outside of
China. An additional 3 education professionals were awarded international scholarships for advanced
education-related training. In 2008 a total of 32 individuals received professional training scholarships.
Among these, 3 belongs to in-service education professionals, one belongs to cultural preservation
professional, and the rest two other professional backgrounds. In 2009, a total of 33 outstanding
professionals received the Professional Training Scholarships. Of these 30 are recipients of the domestic
professional training scholarships and 3 international scholarships for in-service higher education
professionals. In 2010 a total of 44 individuals have been selected. Of these 9 are international
scholarships. Of the 9 international scholarship awardees, 5 are for the regular international scholarships,
1 for the International scholarship for Cultural Preservation professionals, and 3 for the International
Scholarship for In-Service Education Professionals.
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Professional Training Scholarships are currently divided into the following four specific
categories:
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1. PROFESSIONAL TRAINING DOMESTIC SCHOLARSHIPS

Professional Training Domestic Scholarship (PTS-DS) targets professionals in various fields for
training at higher education institutions in China. Most professional training scholarships are offered in
this category. Levels of studies include Masters and PhD degree studies or non-degree training. The
duration of the scholarship normally does not exceed three years.
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Since 2009, the domestic training scholarship award has been divided into first place, second place and
third place award. The first place award amounts to a maximum of 10,000 RMB per year, the second
place 9,000 RMB per year, and the third place 7,000 RMB per year.

Candidate Qualification:

Must be established professionals with recognized achievements in his/her specialty fields

Must have had at least three years of work experience in relevant professional fields

Must be fluent in both spoken and written Tibetan

Those proposing fields of study with relevance to Tibetan medium education receives preferential
consideration

e Must have clearly defined academic goals and future career plans; willing to fulfill
post-scholarship service obligations as required by Trace Foundation
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2. PROFESSIONAL TRAINING INTERNATIONAL SCHOLARSHIPS

A small number of Professional Training International Scholarships (PTS-IS) are awarded each year for
professionals whose fields require them to study internationally.

The term of the scholarship is normally three years maximum (applicable to both Masters and PhD degree
studies). The amount of the award is dependent upon the individual situation of each grantee, but in
principle will cover all overseas expenses related to proposed study. Expenses incurred within China
(such as domestic travels and hotels that are part of the departure trip, salaries during absence from job
post, etc) are the responsibility of the grantee, his/her employer institution, and the relevant local
educational bureaus.

Candidate Qualification:

e Must be established professionals with recognized achievements in his/her specialty fields
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e Must have had at least two years of work experience in relevant professional fields

o Must have sufficient foreign language proficiency and provide relevant test scores such as
TOEFL and IELTS.

o Fluency in spoken and written Tibetan

e Those proposing fields of study related to Tibetan medium education will receive preferential
consideration

e Have clearly defined academic goals and future career plans; willing to fulfill post-scholarship
service obligations as required by Trace Foundation
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3. INTERNATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP FOR IN-SERVICE EDUCATIONAL
PROFESSIONALS

International Scholarship for In-service Educational Professionals (PTS-ISISEP) falls under our
professional training scholarships (PTS). PTS-ISISEP was launched in 2007. As with other types of
higher education scholarships Trace Foundation offers, the ISISEP is meant to help improve and develop
the system of Tibetan medium education. Specifically, ISISEP aims to contribute to the development of a
highly qualified core group of education professionals at relevant educational institutions by enhancing,
through overseas training, the skills and knowledge of qualified candidates in relevant academic subjects,
teaching methodology, and education management.
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The ISISEP can be for degree studies or non-degree training. Preferred subjects of study are those that

are in urgent need of enhancement with regards to teaching at secondary and higher levels of education
(such as English, pedagogy and education management and sciences).
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The term of the scholarship is hormally three years maximum (applicable to both Masters and PhD degree
studies). The amount of the award is dependent upon the individual situation of each grantee, but in
principle will cover all overseas expenses related to proposed study. Expenses incurred within China
(such as domestic travels and hotels that are part of the departure trip, salaries during absence from job
post, etc) are expected to be the responsibility of the grantee, his/her employer institution, and the relevant
local educational bureaus. However, teachers from remote county/prefecture grassroot middle schools can
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have some of their departure-related domestic expenses covered under the scholarship (excluding their
salaries during their absence from their teaching posts).
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In 2007 when PTS-ISISEP was first launched, 3 individuals were approved for support. In 2008 3 were

approved for the scholarship. In 2009 another 3 educators were approved of this scholarship. In 2010 3
more teachers have been awarded this scholarship.
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PTS-ISISEP is directly selected by Trace Foundation’s Scholarship Review Committee and managed by
Trace Foundation’s Higher Education Scholarship Project.
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Applicants should possess the following qualifications:

e Candidates must be currently employed education professionals working as teachers,
researchers or administrators.

e Candidates must be serving at teaching institutions where Tibetan is the main teaching medium.
These include junior and senior secondary schools as well as higher education institutions
/departments.

e Candidates must have at least three years of relevant working experience.

e Candidates must be established professionals with recognized achievements in their respective
professional fields (such as indicated by publications, professional awards and professional
credentials).

e Candidates must be fluent in written as well as spoken Tibetan; are able to conduct, and have
had experience teaching in Tibetan.

e Candidates must have Bachelors or comparable academic degrees. Middle school English
teachers are required to have at least the dazhuan degree.

e All candidates must have a level of English equivalent to English Major Band Four.

e Candidates in principle should be below 40 years of age.
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4. INTERNATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP FOR CULTURAL PRESERVATION
PROFESSIONALS

Trace Foundation’s International Scholarship for Cultural Preservation Professionals (PTS-ISCPP) is a
new professional training scholarship launched in 2008.

The International Scholarship for Cultural Preservation Professionals is aimed at training of professionals
who are engaged in the fields of cultural preservations. Its specific objective is to encourage the
continuity and preservation of Tibetan culture through the development of a rank of high level
professionals in both theory and technology in the fields of cultural preservation.

The subjects of training should be fields of study directly related to the theory and techniques of
preservation of culture heritages, including but not limited to the collection, cataloging, protection, repair
and restoration of traditional architecture, traditional/folk arts and handicrafts and other items that fall
under the general categories of traditional cultural heritages. Both degree studies and non-degree training
are considered under this scholarship award.

We plan to award one to two individuals per year under this scholarship activity. The term of the award is
normally one to two years. The amount of the scholarship award is dependent upon the specific
individual cases, but in principle will include all the expense related to the supported studies at a foreign
higher education institution. Expenses incurred domestically (such as domestic travels and hotels that
are part of the departure trip, salaries during absence from job post, etc) are the responsibilities of the
individual, his/her current employer and relevant local government education offices). In 2008 one
application was approved in this category. In 2010 one more applicant has been awarded this scholarship.
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The International Scholarship for Cultural Preservation Professionals is managed by the Higher Education
Scholarship Project, with Trace Foundation’s Higher Education Scholarship Review Committee directly

responsi

ble for the review and selection of qualified candidates. When necessary, Trace Foundation will

assist in identifying and arranging appropriate international educational institutions for approved
candidates.
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Candidate Qualifications and Selection Criteria

Candidates must be currently employed working in relevant professionals fields as defined
above and have established themselves as such (as seen in achievements in research,
preservation projects, publications, and professional awards, etc).

Candidates must have had at least three years of professional experience in a relevant field.
Candidates must be fluent in written as well as spoken Tibetan; are able to conduct, and have
had experience teaching in Tibetan.

Candidates must have minimum Bachelors or comparable academic degrees.

All candidates must have a level of English equivalent to English Major Band Four.

Candidates in principle should be below 40 years of age.
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REVIEW CYCLE AND APPLICATION SUBMISSION DEADLINES

Applications for Trace Foundation’s Post Graduate Scholarships are reviewed once a year in May. The
final results normally are announced before end of June. In order for you to successfully enter the
scholarship competition, you must meet the application deadlines as follows:

Deadline for submission of pre-screening application material: March 1.

By March 15, all first time applicants must have submitted the following material:

1) Application letter; 2) Resume

Deadline for submissions of complete application package: April 15.

By April 15, all applicants must have submitted all the necessary material needed for a complete
application packet. If by April 15 you are not able to provide a complete set of application material, your
application will be postponed for the next review cycle in the following year.
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WHAT MAKES UP A COMPLETE APPLICATION PACKAGE

The Scholarship project office has ready checklists tailored for different types of scholarships. Please
make sure to contact the scholarship project staff to obtain the one that suits your case. You will need the
checklist throughout your application process to ensure you submit all the application material required
for applying for the scholarship you have chosen to apply for.
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HOW TO PREPARE THE REQUIRED APPLICATION MATERIAL

Please contact the Scholarship Project Office directly to obtain up-to-date information and guides.
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OBTAIN APPLICATION FORM AND OTHER APPLICATION MATERIAL

The application form and other application material can be downloaded from Trace Foundation’s website.
You are encouraged to contact the TMHES office directly to ensure that what you have are the most
up-to-date versions and/or for further information or consultation. The scholarship office staff members
can be reached by the following contact information:

FI A G2 ) BB k& : http://www. trace. org
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P14 R T T X s 7 5 HHi%: (028) 85182531
RAEFE 12 B3 11 5 f£E.: (028) 85159287
FIREEEHEHELFLSIA FLH: dsp@trace.org ([ P9 K% <)
HiR%% 610041 H, iR ifcmp@trace.org (E R 24r)
Trace Foundation Higher Education Scholarships Tel: (028) 85182531
Rm 11, Fir 3, Fenghuayuan, No. 7 Xinguang Lu Fax: (028) 85159287
Chengdu, Sichuan 610041 Email: dsp@trace.org
People’s Republic of China Email: Ifcmp@trace.org (International)
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